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INTRODUCTION 
THE TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL LIBRARY IS AN IMPORTANT PLACE IN THE
COMMUNITY. IT IS NOT JUST A LIBRARY WHERE PEOPLE BORROW BOOKS, BUT
ALSO A SPACE WHERE PEOPLE COME TO STUDY, WORK, AND SPEND TIME. THE
BUILDING OFFERS DIFFERENT SERVICES LIKE READING AREAS, COMPUTER
ACCESS, AND PROGRAMS FOR KIDS AND ADULTS. IT IS A QUIET AND
COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT THAT SUPPORTS LEARNING AND BRINGS
PEOPLE TOGETHER. BECAUSE MANY PEOPLE USE IT EVERY DAY, THE
CONDITION OF THE BUILDING IS VERY IMPORTANT.

FOR A RENOVATION PROJECT, THIS LIBRARY IS A GOOD EXAMPLE TO STUDY.
THE GOAL IS TO IMPROVE THE BUILDING WHILE KEEPING ITS ORIGINAL STYLE
AND CHARACTER. SOME PARTS MAY NEED UPDATES, LIKE BETTER LIGHTING,
MORE MODERN SPACES, OR IMPROVED ACCESSIBILITY. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT
TO MAKE THE BUILDING MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT. RENOVATING A PLACE
LIKE THIS SHOWS HOW A PUBLIC BUILDING CAN BE UPDATED TO MEET
TODAY’S NEEDS WHILE STILL RESPECTING ITS ORIGINAL DESIGN.
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OVERALL SHAPE
THE TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL LIBRARY WAS ORIGINALLY CONSTRUCTED IN THE
1950S AND REFLECTS THE ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF MID-CENTURY
CIVIC BUILDINGS. THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE HAS A LOW-RISE, RECTILINEAR
FORM WITH A STRONG HORIZONTAL EMPHASIS. ITS MASSING IS SIMPLE AND
COMPACT, CREATING A SENSE OF STABILITY AND PERMANENCE. THE SCALE IS
MODEST AND APPROPRIATE TO ITS RESIDENTIAL SURROUNDINGS.

THE MODERN EXTENSION CONTRASTS THIS BY INTRODUCING A MORE
ARTICULATED AND VISUALLY LIGHTER FORM. WHILE IT MAINTAINS THE
GENERAL HORIZONTAL EMPHASIS OF THE ORIGINAL BUILDING, THE EXTENSION
EXPANDS OUTWARD IN A WAY THAT FEELS MORE OPEN AND LESS HEAVY. THE
NEWER ADDITION APPEARS MORE TRANSPARENT AND VISUALLY ACCESSIBLE.

IN TERMS OF THE ROOF, THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE LIKELY FEATURES A FLAT
ROOF TYPICAL OF THE PERIOD. THE EXTENSION MAINTAINS A FLAT OR SLIGHTLY
REFINED ROOF PROFILE, BUT WITH MORE CONTEMPORARY DETAILING THAT
GIVES IT A THINNER AND MORE MODERN APPEARANCE. OVERALL, THE
EXTENSION RESPECTS THE SCALE OF THE ORIGINAL WHILE UPDATING THE
BUILDING’S FORM FROM SOLID AND ENCLOSED TO MORE OPEN AND
CONTEMPORARY.
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MATERIALS
THE MATERIALS CLEARLY DISTINGUISH THE ORIGINAL BUILDING FROM THE
MODERN EXTENSION.

THE ORIGINAL 1950S STRUCTURE IS PRIMARILY CONSTRUCTED WITH MASONRY,
SUCH AS BRICK OR STONE. THESE MATERIALS ARE HEAVY, DURABLE, AND
LARGELY OPAQUE, REFLECTING AN EMPHASIS ON PERMANENCE AND
FUNCTION. THERE IS LIMITED USE OF GLASS, AND THE FAÇADE APPEARS MORE
CLOSED.

THE MODERN EXTENSION INTRODUCES LIGHTER AND MORE CONTEMPORARY
MATERIALS. IT MAKES SIGNIFICANT USE OF GLASS, LIKELY IN THE FORM OF
CURTAIN WALL SYSTEMS, COMBINED WITH ALUMINUM FRAMING. THESE
MATERIALS CREATE A MORE TRANSPARENT AND VISUALLY OPEN FAÇADE.

OVERALL, THE CONTRAST IN MATERIALS HIGHLIGHTS A SHIFT FROM SOLIDITY
AND ENCLOSURE IN THE ORIGINAL BUILDING TO OPENNESS AND LIGHTNESS IN
THE EXTENSION.
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OPENINGS 
THE OPENINGS IN THE ORIGINAL BUILDING ARE RELATIVELY SMALL AND
CONTROLLED. WINDOWS ARE TYPICALLY REGULARLY SPACED AND ALIGNED,
REFLECTING A FUNCTIONAL AND ORDERED DESIGN APPROACH. THE
EMPHASIS IS ON PRACTICALITY RATHER THAN VISUAL IMPACT.

IN CONTRAST, THE MODERN EXTENSION FEATURES MUCH LARGER
OPENINGS. THERE IS EXTENSIVE USE OF GLASS, INCLUDING LARGE WINDOW
PANELS THAT MAY EXTEND CLOSE TO FLOOR-TO-CEILING HEIGHT. THE
ARRANGEMENT OF OPENINGS IS LESS RIGID AND MORE EXPRESSIVE,
CONTRIBUTING TO A MORE CONTEMPORARY AESTHETIC.

THE EXTENSION SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES BOTH THE NUMBER AND SIZE OF
OPENINGS, ALLOWING FOR MORE NATURAL LIGHT AND A STRONGER VISUAL
CONNECTION BETWEEN INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR SPACES.
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DECORATION
THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE INCLUDES MINIMAL DECORATION, CONSISTENT
WITH MID-CENTURY MODERN DESIGN PRINCIPLES. ANY DECORATIVE
ELEMENTS ARE SUBTLE AND INTEGRATED INTO THE BUILDING FORM, SUCH
AS SIMPLE PARAPETS OR MODEST MASONRY DETAILING. THE FOCUS IS ON
FUNCTION AND SIMPLICITY.

THE MODERN EXTENSION SHIFTS AWAY FROM TRADITIONAL DECORATION.
INSTEAD OF APPLIED ORNAMENT, THE DESIGN ITSELF BECOMES THE PRIMARY
VISUAL FEATURE. ELEMENTS SUCH AS THE CONTRAST BETWEEN MATERIALS,
CLEAN LINES, AND STRUCTURAL FRAMING PROVIDE VISUAL INTEREST.

THIS REPRESENTS A SHIFT FROM MINIMAL, TRADITIONAL DETAILING TO A
MORE DESIGN-DRIVEN AND CONTEMPORARY FORM OF ARCHITECTURAL
EXPRESSION.
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OLD VS NEW
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OLD VS NEW

BOOKSHELVESBOOKSHELVESBOOKSHELVES
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GALLERYGALLERYGALLERY
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CONCLUSION
THE TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL LIBRARY DEMONSTRATES HOW A MODERN
EXTENSION CAN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLEMENT AN OLDER STRUCTURE. THE
ORIGINAL 1950S BUILDING REFLECTS VALUES OF DURABILITY, SIMPLICITY, AND
FUNCTION, WHILE THE NEWER ADDITION INTRODUCES TRANSPARENCY,
OPENNESS, AND A CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURAL LANGUAGE.

THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE TWO CREATES A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN
OLD AND NEW, YET THEY REMAIN VISUALLY COMPATIBLE. THE EXTENSION
RESPECTS THE SCALE AND PRESENCE OF THE ORIGINAL BUILDING WHILE
UPDATING IT TO MEET MODERN EXPECTATIONS.

TOGETHER, THE TWO PARTS FORM A COHESIVE CIVIC BUILDING THAT
BALANCES HISTORICAL CHARACTER WITH CONTEMPORARY DESIGN.

12


	Town of Mount Royal Library
	PROJECT A: ASSESSMENT OF A RENOVATION PROJECT
	WORK BY: NILAM AMIRI, ATARA MANN AND JOHANNA SONOKPON


	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	INTRODUCTION
	OVERALL SHAPE
	MATERIALS
	OPENINGS
	DECORATION
	OLD VS NEW
	COLUMNS
	CEILINGS
	FLOORING
	OLD VS NEW
	BOOKSHELVES
	DESKS
	CURTAINWALL
	GALLERY
	CONCLUSION

