
 

MĀori
PEOPLE AND THEIR ART OF STORYTELLING 



what if?

You were trying to travel the pacific
ocean by boat with your brothers , but
they wouldn’t let you, what would you

do ?



Who are the mĀori people

the first inhabitants of aotearoa (new zealand)
Part of the polynesian people of new zealand 

official languag: Te Reo māori
migrated in the 14th century from hawaiki

(Britannica)



The role of storytelling 

education
pass history to the future
generations 
share traditions and values
entertaiment

Maori people tell stories through:
oral tradition 
songs/chants
dances (University of Hawai’i at Manoa Library)



The role of storytelling 

Folklore
“A broad term used to refer to the
traditional beliefs, myths, tales,
and practices of a people, which

have been passed down orally (or
via other non-written means such

as dance, theater and etc.”
(University of Hawai’i at Manoa

Library)



Themes in māori stories 

Creation 
connection to nature
ancestry and genealogy 
heroic deeds
balance between spiritual and
physical 
moral lessons
navigation and travels



great navigation skills

Kupe's travels around Aotearoa
maui 
etc.

(New Zealand Ministry for Culture and Heritage Te Manatu Taonga.)



Te Ika a maui
Legend
Creation story
promotes good values (hard work >greed)
navigation practices
also told in other polynesian cultures 

“And in time Māui's giant fish became known as the
North Island of Aotearoa, and Māui's canoe the South
island.” (WireMu Grace)

Māui and the giant fish 



fairies, Elves and ogres 

“the fairies leapt ashore; they began to pick up the
fish and thread them through the gills on cords so

that they could be carried in bundles.[...] In one
account of this incident the fishermen are called
Parau, the name of a mountain tribe; they used to

steal down from the hills to net fish and from them
the Maori learnt net-making. “ (Tregear, Edward)

they are used in Cautionary tales 
 - the maori don’t sing at night
 - the “good people/wood elves”
to teach knowledge
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